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Division Updates

A Note from the Director, Kevin Savage

Dear I/DD Community Partners,
Happy New Year! | hope you are feeling healthy, safe, and ready for a fresh start.

A new year is a good time to think about what is important to us. At BHDDH, we care about you. We
want you to have the support you need to live your best life. We want you to feel included, respected,
and heard.

This year, we will keep working to make our services better. We will listen to your ideas. We will work
with families, staff, and community partners to help you reach your goals.

You are an important part of our community. Your voice matters. Your dreams matter. Your success
matters.

Thank you for everything you do to make our community strong and welcoming. | am excited for what
we will do together in the year ahead.

Wishing you a happy, healthy, and hopeful new year.

Kevin,

Kevin W. Savage
Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities
BHDDH




Community News

Minimum Wage Update & Important Information for 2026

* Rhode Island’s minimum wage is now $16.00 per hour.

* This change started on January 1, 2026.

@ e The minimum wage will go up to $17.00 per hour on January 1,
2027.

What does this mean for you?

* If you work and get funding from Division of Developmental Disabilities (DD) and or the
Department of Human Services (DHS), you must update your Employment and Earnings

Reporting Form (EERF).
This form tells DD and DHS information that help you keep your funding and supports.

Please include 30 days of paystubs that show your new pay rate.

About the EERF Form
* If you work and get DD supports, you must update your EERF form.

* This form tells DD and DHS about your work hours and your pay.

* Please include 30 days of paystubs that show your new pay rate.

When to Fill Out an EERF?

* Fill out an EERF when you get a new job.

* Fill it out when your hours or pay change, or if you leave a job.
* Use the form to ask for Benefits Planning at any time.

*  You can fill out the form even if you are not working, just to request Benefits
Planning.

You can fill out the EERF form online anytime using the BHDDH Employment Reporting webpage.
The form lets you upload paystubs and request Benefits Planning in one place. If you have questions
or need help, DD or the Sherlock Center can guide you through the process.



https://hssriprod.wellsky.com/assessments/?WebIntake=20A1C28C-BE70-45FD-ABB1-D8CB5E662A28
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/services-adults/employment/employment-and-earnings-reporting
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/services-adults/employment
https://sherlockcenter.ric.edu/

Community News

Rhode Island Resources for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is celebrated on Monday, January 19, 2026, a time to learn about civil
rights, fairness, and treating everyone with respect. In Rhode Island, there are simple ways to honor
Dr. King and support equality in your community.
Learn About Civil Rights in Rhode Island

& 1. Rhode Island Black Heritage Society

You can learn about Black history in Rhode Island, including stories of
leaders who worked for freedom and equality. They offer events, talks, and
exhibits during January. Website: ribhs.org

il 2. Rhode Island State House — MLK Celebration

Each year, the State House hosts a public event to honor Dr. King. It is free
and open to everyone. Website: State of Rhode Island General Assembly

Ways to Honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
1. Do Something Kind
I HAVE A Help someone, hold a door, or say something nice. Even small kind

NREAM ~ actons mater
stk

2. Join a Service Activity

Many Rhode Island towns have MLK Day volunteer events you can
join through your program or community center.

3. Learn About Civil Rights

Watch a short video, read something simple, or talk with staff

about why civil rights are important. Learning helps us understand
each other.

MARTIN

LUTHERKING

da‘& Dr. King believed everyone should have a voice. Practice speaking

4. Make Art or Writing About Fairness

Draw a picture, write a poem, or make a sign about fairness and
respect. Share it with others.

5. Speak Up for Yourself and Others

up about your needs and your rights.



https://www.riblackheritage.org/
https://www.rilegislature.gov/pressrelease/_layouts/RIL.PressRelease.ListStructure/Forms/DisplayForm.aspx?List=c8baae31-3c10-431c-8dcd-9dbbe21ce3e9&ID=376024

Community News

Job Opening at the Sherlock Center

The Sherlock Center is hiring a Technical Assistance Specialist. This job
is for people who train and support case managers in Rhode Island. The
person in this job will help make sure case management is fair,
person-centered, and helpful for adults with 1/DD.

This job is for professionals who already have a college degree and
several years of experience working in 1/DD services. ) B

If someone you know is interested, they can learn more and apply at:
https://employment.ric.edu/

Advocates in Action Leadership Series: Applications Are Open!

Advocates in Action has opened applications for their 2026 Leadership
Series. This program helps self-advocates build confidence, learn new
skills, and become leaders in their communities.

The application is available on their website and shared on their
Facebook page. You can also use the direct link here:
https://www.advocatesinaction.org/leaders26 apply.php

Anyone who needs help filling out the form can ask a staff member or
trusted supporter. It’s a great opportunity for people who want to grow
and get involved.

Job Tips for Self-Advocates

Looking for work in Rhode Island? Start by thinking about what you
enjoy, what you’re good at, and the kind of support you might need on
the job. Practice interview skills with someone you trust, and don’t be
afraid to ask for accommodations that help you do your best.

You can explore job openings for people with I/DD in Rhode Island here:
https://www.advocatesinaction.org/jobs.php



https://sherlockcenter.ric.edu/
https://employment.ric.edu/
https://www.advocatesinaction.org/
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Community News

Rights Tip

Everyone has the right to make choices about their own life. This includes people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.

You have the right to:

* Make choices about your daily life. This includes what you
eat, what you wear, and how you spend your time.

* Choose your goals. You can decide what you want to learn,
where you want to work, and what is important to you.

e Speak up about what you want. Your voice matters. You can

”

say “yes,” “no,” or “I need help.”

* Get support to make decisions . You can ask staff, family, or
friends to help you understand your options. Support should

help you — not control you.

* Be part of your planning meetings . Your ISP meeting is about
your life. You get to share your ideas and choices.

Making choices is an important part of being independent. You deserve to be heard, respected,
and included.

® Helpful Resources in Rhode Island

BHDDH - Division of Developmental Disabilities (DD)

For questions about services, rights, or your plan.
Phone: (401) 462-3421
Website: bhddh.ri.gov

Disability Rights Rhode Island (DRRI)

For free advocacy and help if you feel your rights are not being
respected.

Phone: (401) 831-3150
Website: drri.org



https://bhddh.ri.gov/
../drri.org

Community Resource

Six Simple Ways to Start the New Year

The holidays are a special time for fun, family, and traditions. They can also feel busy or stressful,
especially for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD). With a little planning
and support, the season can be easier and more enjoyable. Here are six simple tips to help make

the holidays brighter.
¢

TODO

Set One Small Goal
Choose one thing you
want to work on this year.
It can be simple, like
learning a new skill or
trying a new hobby.

h?

Speak Up for Yourself.
Practice telling people
what you want and need.
Your voice matters, and
your choices are
important.

Clean One Space.
Pick one area and tidy it
up. A clean space can help
you feel calm and ready
for the year.

Connect With Someone
Say hello to a friend,
family member, or staff
person. Talking with others
can help you feel
supported.

Move Your Body Everyday
Go outside, stretch, or
dance to music you like.
Even a few minutes can
help you feel better.

VA

Do Something That Makes
You Happy.

Listen to music, draw, cook,
or spend time outside.
Doing things, you enjoy is
good for your mental
health.

You can find more simple ideas for starting the new year on the GoodRx website. They share

easy tips about staying healthy, feeling good, and taking care of yourself. The ideas are written in

a way that is friendly and easy to understand. It can be a helpful place to learn more ways to
have a strong start to the year.



https://www.goodrx.com/health-topic/mental-health/healthiest-new-years-resolutions?srsltid=AfmBOoodU0TNuJuhhVfLqm6AOyvanBnFlfHCHKrmXH7dTySpATl93L5f

Community Events

Calendar of Events

Explore upcoming events in your community. Unless noted, these events are free and open to

the public. You may have to sign-up a few days before the event to go.

Event Date & Time Location Sign-up
In person: No sign-up
Martin Ll.!ther ngh..' . Monday, January 19, 2026, Ebenezer Baptist needed; free and
State Holiday Commission Church, 475
. 4:00 p.m. open to the
Celebration Cranston Street, oublic

Providence, RI

AAIDD Webinar: Treating
Substance Use Disorder in
People with IDD

Tuesday, Jan 27, 2026, 1:00
—2:00 PM

Online

Conference info

Person-Centered Thinking:
Relationship Mapping

Monday, January 26, 2026,
10:00am - 12:00pm

In person:
Sherlock Center
600 Mt. Pleasant
Avenue,
Providence, RI

Register Online

RI Sibs Information
Session

Tuesday, January 27, 2026,
6:00-6:30 p.m.

Zoom

Register online.

Self-Directed Supports

Online meeting

Network: Special Needs Wednesday, January 28, (Zoom link Register online
Planning & Guardianship 2026, 7:00-8:30 p.m. provided by the .

Session network)

Social Security Disability

Insurance (SSDI) Overview Wednesday, February 11, Zoom Register online

Session

2026, 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Self-Directed Support
Conference (RIPIN)

Friday, Mar 20, 2026,
10:00 AM —2:00 PM

DoubleTree by
Hilton, Warwick,
RI

Register Online



https://www.aaidd.org/education/webinars/register-for-upcoming-webinars/2026/01/27/default-calendar/treating-substance-use-disorder-in-people-with-idd-a-strained-system-of-care
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8629825/9dda1b990293
https://ripin.tfaforms.net/5131978?campaignnumber=701Qk00000dXPXS
https://sherlockcenter.ric.edu/events-education-training/all-events/self-directed-supports-network-january-meeting
https://sherlockcenter.ric.edu/events-education-training/all-events/social-security-disability-insurance-ssdi-overview-4
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/zmzbgpr?source_id=75287b0d-c117-40db-a50e-ef902a29a481&source_type=em&c=PG-xBjvFSWpi0Wu8bzLhb_OumnZmbbIOG4oTz-AFyLyWqw7nGjy5XQ==

Report Suspected Abuse
QA Hotline 401-462-2629

Mandated Reporting

Reporting suspected occurrences of abuse,
neglect, and mistreatment of individuals
with developmental disabilities

To report abuse and serious incidents call the
BHDDH Quality Assurance (QA) Unit hotline at
(401) 462-2629. The hotline is open 24-hour
hotline, seven days per week, 365 days per year.
Staff respond to reported incidents of abuse,
neglect, mistreatment, and financial exploitation.

BH Link is Here for You

BH Link’s mission is to ensure all Rhode Islanders experiencing mental health and substance use

crises receive the appropriate services they need as quickly as possible in an environment that
supports their recovery. Visit the BH Link website at www.bhlink.org.

If under 18 CALL: (855) KID (543)-LINK(5465)
VISIT the 24-HOUR/7-DAY Triage Center at:
975 Waterman Avenue, East Providence, RI

Call 911 if there is a risk of immediate danger.

If you or someone you know needs support now,
call or text 988 or chat 988lifeline.org

©988

For More about the Division

Want to find out more about the Division? Visit the Division’s webpage. You will find

information on services, resources, and more.

To contact Division staff, review the Contact List attached to this newsletter. You can also find a
full list of staff on the Division’s Contact Us webpage.

You are always welcome to send general questions to BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov. Please do

not email critical issues.

The Division is open Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM.



http://www.bhlink.org/
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/contact-us
mailto:BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov

Division of Developmental Disabilities Staff Contacts

Main Phone: (401) 462-3421

Website: https://bhddh.ri.gov/

Fax Phone: (401) 462-2775

Behavioral Health Link (BH Link): 988

Spanish Phone: (401) 462-3014

Report Abuse: (401) 462-2629

TDD: (401) 462-3226

Administrative Team
Name Job Title Phone Email
Kevin Savage Director 462-0581 Kevin.Savage@bhddh.ri.gov
Heather Mincey  |Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov
Brenda DuHamel |Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
Cindy Fusco Interdepartmental Project Mgr 462-6689 Cynthia.Fusco@bhddh.ri.gov
Melissa Greenlief |[Administrator, Comm Services 462-2459 Melissa.Greenlief@bhddh.ri.gov
Susan Hayward Administrator, Transition 462-2519 Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov
Vacant Associate Director, Prgm Perf
Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and RICLAS 462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
Natalie Munoz Chief Implementation Aide 462-3016 Natalie.Munoz@bhddh.ri.gov
Case Management Units
Unit 1
Name Job Title Phone Email
Souphalak Muriel |Casework Supervisor Il 462-2512 Souphalak.Muriel@bhddh.ri.gov
Kendra Aldridge  [Social Caseworker Il 864-0871 Kendra.Aldridge@bhddh.ri.gov
Alex Blue Social Caseworker I 864-5403 Alex.Blue@bhddh.ri.gov
Cayla Cozzo Social Caseworker I 864-1944 Cayla.Cozzo@bhddh.ri.gov
Liana Fontaine Social Caseworker Il 864-7622 Liana.Fontaine@bhddh.ri.gov
Nathaniel Mazza [Social Caseworker Il 864-6934 Nathaniel.Mazza@bhddh.ri.gov
Mellissa Parham  [Social Caseworker Il 864-1103 Mellissa.Parham@bhddh.ri.gov
Karen Schmid Social Caseworker I 864-2590 Karen.Schmid@bhddh.ri.gov
Jennea Young Social Caseworker Il 864-1506 Jennea.Young@bhddh.ri.gov
Unit 2
Name Job Title Phone Email
Yolande Ramos Casework Supervisor Il 462-1059 Yolande.Ramos@bhddh.ri.gov
Lilliam Abreu Social Caseworker || 529-0720 Lilliam.Abreu@bhddh.ri.gov
Madina Camara Social Caseworker I Madina.Camara@bhddh.ri.gov
Erin Hagopian Social Caseworker Il 864-2854 Erin.Hagopian@bhddh.ri.gov
Cassandra Social Caseworker Il 864-3728 Cassandra.Killingham@bhddh.ri.gov
Killingham
Erica MacDougall [Social Caseworker I 479-0584 Erica.Macdougall@bhddh.ri.gov
Timothy Phok Social Caseworker Il 864-0045 Timothy.Phok@bhddh.ri.gov
Kaitlyn Stewart Social Caseworker Il 864-0198 Kaitlyn.Stewart@bhddh.ri.gov
Christine Warren |Social Caseworker I 864-0666 Christine.Warren@bhddh.ri.gov
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Eligibility Unit

Name Job Title Phone Email
Brenda DuHamel |Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
Christine Botts Deputy Administrator 462-2766 Christine.Botts@bhddh.ri.gov
Karen Lowell Caseworker Supervisor II/Elig Sup 462-2209 Karen.Lowell@bhddh.ri.gov
Jill Murphy Social Caseworker I 462-2409 JilLMurphy@bhddh.ri.gov
Heather Soares Social Caseworker I 462-6097 Heather.Soares@bhddh.ri.gov
Louise White Public Health Nurse Consultant 462-0089 Louise.White@bhddh.ri.gov
Kim Wright Information Aide 462-2584 Kimberly.Wright@bhddh.ri.gov
SIS Unit
Name Job Title Phone Email
Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and RICLAS 462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
Donna Standish  |Caseworker Supervisor I1/SIS Sup 462-2628 Donna.Standish@bhddh.ri.gov
Meaghan Jencks |Caseworker Supervisor I1/SIS Sup 462-2113 Meaghan.Jencks@bhddh.ri.gov
Stephanie Implementation Aide 462-1859 Stephanie.Andreozzi@bhddh.ri.gov
Andreozzi
Victoria Carbone  [Social Caseworker I 462-4290 Victoria.Carbone@bhddh.ri.gov
Jamie Fitzgibbons (Social Caseworker Il 462-2510 Jamie.Fitzgibbons@bhddh.ri.gov
Beverly Nevils Social Caseworker I 462-6929 Beverly.Nevils@bhddh.ri.gov
Adam O’Malley Social Caseworker I 462-1555 Adam.M.Omalley@bhddh.ri.gov
Timothy Phok Social Caseworker I 462-4290 Timothy.Phok@bhddh.ri.gov
Jessica Rodriguez [Social Caseworker Il 462-3233 Jessica.Rodriguez@bhddh.ri.gov
Transition Unit
Name Job Title Phone Email
Susan Hayward Administrator, YIT 462-2519 Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov
Carolee Leach Prof. Services Coordinator 462-1723 Carolee.Leach@bhddh.ri.gov
Laurie Rossi Implementation Aide 462-2563 Laurie.Rossi@bhddh.ri.gov

Transition Unit Team A

Job Title

Marguerite Belisle |Casework Supervisor Il 462-0714 Marguerite.Belisle@bhddh.ri.gov
Amie Adams Social Caseworker Il 462-2480 Amie.Adams@bhddh.ri.gov
GinaMarie Social Caseworker Il 462-3402 GinaMarie.Debartolo@bhddh.ri.gov
Debartolo

Heidy Henriquez  [Social Caseworker | 462-3022 Heidy.Henriguez@bhddh.ri.gov
Kaitlin Sarkees Social Caseworker Il 462-4075 Kaitlin.Sarkees@bhddh.ri.gov
Erin Simonelli Social Caseworker Il 462-2502 Erin.Simonelli@bhddh.ri.gov
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Transition Unit Team B

Name Job Title Phone Email

Stacey Perry Casework Supervisor Il 462-2418 Stacey.Perry@bhddh.ri.gov

Judy Coit Social Caseworker I 462-1327 Judith.Coit@bhddh.ri.gov

Timothy Cronin Social Caseworker I 462-1721 Timothy.Cronin@bhddh.ri.gov

Megan Gilbert Social Caseworker I 462-2524 Megan.Gilbert@bhddh.ri.gov

Jennifer Gouveia [Social Caseworker I 462-0098 Jennifer.Gouveia@bhddh.ri.gov

Dayna Hansen Social Caseworker I 462-2505 Dayna.Hansen@bhddh.ri.gov

Lena Sousa Social Caseworker I 462-1834 Lena.Sousa@bhddh.ri.gov
Community Services

Name Job Title Phone Email

Heather Mincey |Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov

Jackie Camilloni  |Coordinator, Self-Direction 462-6608 Jackie.Camilloni@bhddh.ri.gov

Gerard (Jay) Assoc. Admin, Supported Emp. 462-5279 Gerard.Mackay@bhddh.ri.gov

MacKay

Elvys Ruiz Admin Ill, Business and Comm Eng 462-3857 Elvys.Ruiz@bhddh.ri.gov

Steven Seay Coordinator, Integrated Comm Svcs 462-6609 Steven.Seay@bhddh.ri.gov
Residential

Name Job Title Phone Email

Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and RICLAS 462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov

Melissa Greenlief |Administrator, Comm Services 462-2459 Melissa.Greenlief@bhddh.ri.gov

Katrina Ferry Social Caseworker Il 462-2529 Katrina.Ferry@bhddh.ri.gov

Joseph Tevyaw Social Caseworker Il 462-2474 Joseph.Tevyaw@bhddh.ri.gov
Communications and Training

Name Job Title Phone Email

Vacant Associate Director, Prgm Perf

Johanna Mercado [Coordinator, Comms & Training 462-6646 Johanna.Mercado@bhddh.ri.gov

Vacant Associate Admin of Comm Serv

Kelly Petersen Chief of Training, Staff Dev/CQl 462-6592 Kelly.Petersen@bhddh.ri.gov

Christine Allenson |Programming Services Officer 462-0126 Christine.Allenson@bhddh.ri.gov

Robin Gannon Clinical Training Specialist 462-6691 Robbin.Gannon@bhddh.ri.gov

Peter Joly Principal Comm Dev Training Spec. 462-6638 Peter.Joly@bhddh.ri.gov
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