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Division Updates
A Message from Director Kevin Savage

As summer winds to an end, the temperature is beginning to feel more like fall and the days 

are getting shorter.  The changing season is a reminder that life marches on with all its 

blessings and challenges.  

I think of the many accomplishments that we have made together over the past few years and 

of the work still needing to be done.  It is important to take time to pause to recognize what 

we have achieved and to help us to not be overwhelmed by the work that we still need to do.  

That is true not only in the work of system change for developmental disability services, but in 

our own lives and in trying to achieve personal goals.  

As the season changes from summer to fall, take time to celebrate your personal 

accomplishments even as you continue to work toward achieving your next goals. 

Our main goal at the Division of Developmental Disabilities is to ensure that services and 

supports are available to support you in achieving your goals. We also want to remind you of 

all that you have already done to become the amazing person that you are!
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Division Updates
Community Forum Recording

The Division held a community forum on September 

16. You can watch a video of the forum on the 

Advocates in Action website at the link below. The 

webpage also has link to resources and information 

shared at the forum. Past forum videos and 

information are also available.

Click here for the DD Community Forum webpage

Peer Supports

The Division is starting a new service called Peer Supports. Peer Support means people with 

I/DD mentor or coach other people with I/DD. A peer can help someone with empowerment, 

advocacy, and social inclusion. 

Empowerment means to become stronger and more confident in controlling your own life.

Advocacy means helping someone express what they want and need. 

Social Inclusion means to feel valued by society. It means people with I/DD have the chance to 

take part in the same things that people without I/DD do.

This service will start with a pilot. A pilot is a small test of something new to see how it works. 

In September, two providers will begin billing for the Peer Support Services they provide. 

A workgroup has been meeting since this past Spring to talk about Peer Supports. They 

decided what the service needs to do. This is written in what is called Certification Standards. 

They also decided what skills workers need to do peer support. This is called the Core 

Competencies of Peer Support. The group also decided how to roll out peer support services. 

This includes how to bill for the service and how to find workers to be peer supporters.  

This work just starting! Look for future updates as Peer Supports grow. 

https://www.advocatesinaction.org/2025-09-16_DDForum.php
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Community News
RIDDC Receives the Champions in Action Award

Congratulation to the Rhode Island Developmental Disabilities Council (RIDDC) for receiving the 

“Champions in Action” Award from Citizens Bank in partnership with Channel 10!

Kevin Nerney, Executive Director, RIDDC and Sue Babin, Statewide Director of the RI Small Business 

Self Employment Incubator, accepted a $50,000 check from Citizens Bank, surrounded by leaders 

within the state’s developmental disabilities community, RI Department of Labor & Training (DLT), 

and RI Dept of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities & Hospitals (BHDDH), as well as 

staff, small business owners/project participants and their families and support staff. 

The award category was “Building Employment Pathways 

for Individuals with Diverse Abilities.”

Citizens will provide $50,000 in funding, media and 

promotional support, and volunteer assistance to RIDDC 

dedicated to building employment pathways for individuals 

with diverse abilities. RIDDC will use the funding to support 

the transformative Self-Employment Business Incubator.

For more information, visit the RIDDC website.

National Disability Employment Awareness Month

In October, we will celebrate the 80th anniversary of National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month (NDEAM). This is a time each year to recognize the positive impact people with disabilities 
have in the American workforce. 

This event began in 1945 as a weeklong national 
observance of the contributions of people with physical 
disabilities. In 1988, Congress expanded it to the whole 
month and included people with all types of disabilities.

The official theme for 2025 is "Celebrating Value and 
Talent." This theme emphasizes the many contributions 
that American workers with disabilities make to the 
workforce and the economy.

https://riddc.org/champions-in-action-award-presentation-by-citizens-and-nbc10-first-time-award-focused-on-the-dd-workforce/


5

Community News
Scott Shares His Art With the Community

Scott Driggers, a talented artist, is proudly sharing 

his passion with the world! 

His artwork is now on display at Delmyra Kennels 

and Homestead Restaurant in Exeter, where the 

public can admire and purchase his pieces. Scott 

has already sold some of his art.

Scott is thrilled to have this opportunity and 

hopes to continue building connections through 

his art. With each piece he creates, he brings joy, 

creativity and a unique perspective to those 

around him.

Congratulations, Scott, on this exciting 

accomplishment! Penguin by Scott Driggers

An Unexpected Passion

Jeff Christie had a dream… he wanted to be a comedian. People told him that wasn’t realistic. 

He should get a real job. It stressed him out. But he kept following his dream. 

He entered a contest where the winner would open a comedy show in front of 670 people at 

the Crowne Plaza hotel. The competition and show were hosted by Funny 4 Funds. Jeff won! 

On Instagram, Jeff was called “a shockingly good newcomer…making his 2nd-ever appearance 

in front of a crowd!” and it said he “absolutely killed.” His show went so well, he has been 

asked to come back again!

His next show is October 3rd at 7:30 PM at Club Frontenac in  

West Warwick. For more information see Funny4Funds.

https://www.funny4funds.com/events/the-chorus-of-kent-county-fundraiser/1601
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Community News
Purple Alert Signed by Governor McKee

On September 2, Governor McKee signed the 

Purple Alert into law. A Purple Alert is a statewide 

notice to help quickly find a missing adult with 

disabilities. Rhode Island is only the 6th state to 

have a Purple Alert.

Click here for more information

Watch this video about Purple Alert from NBC 10 

RI Sibs

Are you the sibling of a person with a disability in Rhode Island? We want to hear from you!

RI Sibs, a new chapter of the Sibling Leadership Network, will connect, support, and engage siblings 

of individuals with disabilities in Rhode Island. We’re looking for siblings to help shape this exciting 

new community by sharing ideas, experiences, and interests. The Paul V. Sherlock Center on 

Disabilities is supporting this initiative.

If you’re interested in learning more about RI Sibs and/or would like to participate in upcoming 

events, please take a moment to complete our brief survey. 

Click here for the survey

Know other siblings who might be interested? Please share the survey link with them!

I’m autistic and don’t speak. Here’s what I want you to know.

Timothy HoYuan Chan is an Australian working on getting his PhD. He researches the neurodiversity 

movement with a focus on nonspeaking autistic individuals. In Australia, there are nearly 300,000 

people with autism. About one-third are non-speaking.  In Chan’s words:

“This nonspeaking autistic community is socially vulnerable and frequently experience 

nonacceptance and exclusion. As a member of this community, I am driven to bust some myths.”

Read his full article here.

https://cpnri.org/purple-alert-signed-by-governor/?emci=d9726479-848d-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=0d6500cf-798e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=10325986
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0quYp2DKYk
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8349343/9de0c0b7dcad
https://theconversation.com/im-autistic-and-dont-speak-heres-what-i-want-you-to-know-262198
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Community News
Man Caves and Shared Living

Living in an environment that was neglectful, Stephen 

eagerly welcomed the opportunity to move into a Living 

Innovations Shared Living Arrangement (SLA). He has 

happily been living in his SLA with Cathy for over 7 years. 

He and Cathy met at Trudeau Center where he attended 

the day program, and she was a direct support staff. Over 

the years together, they became friends. When Stephen 

asked to live in a Shared Living Arrangement, Cathy 

welcomed the opportunity to share her home with him. 

Once he began living with Cathy, he was able to get much-

needed medical attention and a lot of emotional support. 

He became more sociable. Stephen now does many 

activities with his SLA family. He also maintains his 

connections with friends through Special Olympics bowling 

with Trudeau Center. He has also maintained a better 

relationship with his mother and family.

In addition to attending a community day program, 

Stephen enjoys socializing with friends. He also likes 

the WWE, playing solitaire, bowling, cooking pasta, 

and collecting anything to do with Harley Davidson 

(HD) motorcycles. He even has two HD tattoos! Cathy 

states that Stephen also cherishes time at home in his 

“Man Cave.”  This is a wonderful family of choice. We 

all look forward to hearing about their next 

adventure!

To learn more about Living Innovations Shared Living 

please visit Rhode Island Services - Living Innovations

https://livinginnovations.com/areas-of-service/rhode-island/


8

Community Events
Calendar of Events

Explore upcoming events in your community. Unless noted, these events are free and open to 

the public. You may have to sign-up a few days before the event to go. 

Event Date & Time Location Sign-up

Special Needs Trusts: PLAN of MA 
and RI will share information and 
options for planning for the future of 
your loved one's care (RIPIN)

Tuesday
September 23, 2025

6:00 – 7:00 PM
Zoom Registration Form

Introduction to Person-Centered 
Thinking by The Sherlock Center
(6-hour course over 4 sessions)

Mondays & Tuesdays 
Oct 20, Oct 21, 
Oct 27, Oct 28
9:30-11:00 AM

Zoom Learn more and register

Rhode Island's ABLE Accounts: What 
is an ABLE account? How can it help 
me? (RIPIN)

Tuesday
October 21, 2025 

at 6:00 PM
Zoom Registration Form

Work Incentive Seminar Events 
Learn how work will affect your 
Social Security benefits

Wednesday 
October 22, 2025

Online
Webinar - Ticket to Work - 
Social Security

What is a SIS? Interview with Donna 
Standish from BHDDH on the SIS 
(Supports Intensity Scale) (RIPIN)

Tuesday
November 4, 2025 

at 6:00 PM
Zoom Registration Form

Self-Directed Support - Healthy 
Relationships: Friends from the 
Rhode Island Cross Disability 
Coalition lead a discussion about 
healthy relationships (RIPIN)

Tuesday
December 2, 2025 

at 6:00 PM
Zoom Registration Form

RI Statewide Workforce Initiative 
Summit 2026

Wednesday,
January 14, 2026

Rhode Island 
College

SAVE THE DATE
Registration details TBD

Assistive Technology Industry 
Association (ATIA) 2026 Conference

January 29-31, 2026
Virtual and    
in-person 

(Orlando, FL)

Registration For ATIA 
Conference

https://ripin.tfaforms.net/5131978?campaignnumber=701Qk00000Vmoof
https://sherlockcenter.ric.edu/events-education-training/all-events/introduction-person-centered-thinking-2
https://ripin.tfaforms.net/5131978?campaignnumber=701Qk00000Vmoog
https://choosework.ssa.gov/wise/
https://choosework.ssa.gov/wise/
https://ripin.tfaforms.net/5131978?campaignnumber=701Qk00000XwiaL
https://ripin.tfaforms.net/5131978?campaignnumber=701Qk00000Vmooh
https://atia.org/registrationinformation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://atia.org/registrationinformation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Report Suspected Abuse
QA Hotline 401-462-2629

To report abuse and serious incidents call the 

BHDDH Quality Assurance (QA) Unit hotline at 

(401) 462-2629. The hotline is open 24-hour 

hotline, seven days per week, 365 days per year. 

Staff respond to reported incidents of abuse, 

neglect, mistreatment, and financial exploitation.

BH Link is Here for You

BH Link’s mission is to ensure all Rhode Islanders experiencing mental health and substance use 

crises receive the appropriate services they need as quickly as possible in an environment that 

supports their recovery. Visit the BH Link website at www.bhlink.org.

If under 18 CALL: (855) KID (543)-LINK(5465)

VISIT the 24-HOUR/7-DAY Triage Center at:

975 Waterman Avenue, East Providence, RI

Call 911 if there is a risk of immediate danger.

For More about the Division

Want to find out more about the Division? Visit the Division’s webpage. You will find 

information on services, resources, and more. 

To contact Division staff,  review the Contact List attached to this newsletter. You can also find a 

full list of staff on the Division’s Contact Us webpage. 

You are always welcome to send general questions to BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov. Please do 

not email critical issues.

The Division is open Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

http://www.bhlink.org/
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/contact-us
mailto:BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov


Main Phone #: (401) 462-3421 Website: https://bhddh.ri.gov/ 
Fax: (401) 462-2775 BH Link 401-414-5465
TDD: (401) 462-3226
Spanish Line: (401) 462-3014

Name Title Phone Email
Kevin Savage Director 462-0581 Kevin.Savage@bhddh.ri.gov
Heather Mincey Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov
Brenda DuHamel Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
Cindy Fusco Interdepartmental Project Mgr 462-6689 Cynthia.Fusco@bhddh.ri.gov
Susan Hayward Administrator, Transition 462-2519 Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov
Anne LeClerc Associate Director, Prgm Perf 462-0192 Anne.LeClerc@bhddh.ri.gov
Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and RICLAS 462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
Natalie Munoz Chief Implementation Aide 462-3016 Natalie.Munoz@bhddh.ri.gov

Brenda DuHamel Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov

Souphalak Muriel Casework Supervisor II 462-2512 Souphalak.Muriel@bhddh.ri.gov
Kendra Aldridge Social Caseworker II 864-0871 Kendra.Aldridge@bhddh.ri.gov
Alex Blue Social Caseworker II 864-5403 Alex.Blue@bhddh.ri.gov
Cayla Cozzo Social Caseworker II 864-1944  Cayla.Cozzo@bhddh.ri.gov
Liana Fontaine Social Caseworker II 864-7622 Liana.Fontaine@bhddh.ri.gov
Nathaniel Mazza Social Caseworker II  864-6934 Nathaniel.Mazza@bhddh.ri.gov
Mellissa Parham Social Caseworker II 864-1103 Mellissa.Parham@bhddh.ri.gov
Karen Schmid Social Caseworker II 864-2590 Karen.Schmid@bhddh.ri.gov
Jennea Young Social Caseworker II 864-1506 Jennea.Young@bhddh.ri.gov

Yolande Ramos Casework Supervisor II 462-1059 Yolande.Ramos@bhddh.ri.gov
Lilliam Abreu Social Caseworker II 999-0770 Lilliam.Abreu@bhddh.ri.gov
Madina Camara Social Caseworker II Madina.Camara@bhddh.ri.gov
Erin Hagopian Social Caseworker II 864-2854 Erin.Hagopian@bhddh.ri.gov
Cassandra Killingham Social Caseworker II 864-3728 Cassandra.Killingham@bhddh.ri.gov
Erica MacDougall Social Caseworker II 479-0584 Erica.Macdougall@bhddh.ri.gov
Kaitlyn Stewart Social Caseworker II Kaitlyn.Stewart@bhddh.ri.gov
Christine Warren Social Caseworker II 864-0666 Christine.Warren@bhddh.ri.gov

Heather Mincey Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov
Jackie Camilloni Coordinator, Self-Direction 462-6608 Jackie.Camilloni@bhddh.ri.gov
Gerard (Jay) MacKay Assoc. Admin, Supported Emp. 462-5279 Gerard.Mackay@bhddh.ri.gov
Elvys Ruiz Admin III, Business and Comm Eng 462-3857 Elvys.Ruiz@bhddh.ri.gov
Steven Seay Coordinator, Integrated Comm Svcs 462-6609 Steven.Seay@bhddh.ri.gov

Anne LeClerc Associate Director, Prgm Perf 462-0192 Anne.LeClerc@bhddh.ri.gov

Johanna Mercado Coordinator, Comms & Training 462-6646 Johanna.Mercado@bhddh.ri.gov
Vacant Associate Admin of Comm Serv

Kelly Petersen Chief of Training, Staff Dev/CQI 462-6592 Kelly.Petersen@bhddh.ri.gov
Christine Allenson Programming Services Officer 462-0126 Christine.Allenson@bhddh.ri.gov
Robin Gannon Clinical Training Specialist 462-6691 Robbin.Gannon@bhddh.ri.gov
Peter Joly Principal Comm Dev Training Spec. 462-6638 Peter.Joly@bhddh.ri.gov

Brenda DuHamel Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
Christine Botts Deputy Administrator 462-2766 Christine.Botts@bhddh.ri.gov
Karen Lowell Caseworker Supervisor II/Elig Sup 462-2209 Karen.Lowell@bhddh.ri.gov
Jill Murphy Social Caseworker II 462-2409 Jill.Murphy@bhddh.ri.gov
Heather Soares Social Caseworker II 462-6097 Heather.Soares@bhddh.ri.gov 
Louise White Public Health Nurse Consultant 462-0089 Louise.White@bhddh.ri.gov
Kim Wright Information Aide 462-2584 Kimberly.Wright@bhddh.ri.gov
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Developmental Disabilities Services - All Staff Contacts as of 9/1/25

Case Management

Eligibility Unit

To report abuse/neglect:  401-462-2629
Simpson Hall security guard: 462-2343

Administrative Team 

Community Services

Communications and Training
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Heather Mincey Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov

Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and RICLAS 462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
Melissa Greenlief Administrator, Comm Services 462-2459 Melissa.Greenlief@bhddh.ri.gov
Katrina Ferry Social Caseworker II 462-2529 Katrina.Ferry@bhddh.ri.gov
Joseph Tevyaw Social Caseworker II 462-2474 Joseph.Tevyaw@bhddh.ri.gov

Brenda DuHamel Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
Mary Beth Stevens Casework Supervisor II 462-2438 Marybeth.Stevens@bhddh.ri.gov
Mary Cameron Social Caseworker II 462-1307 Mary.Cameron@bhddh.ri.gov
JoAnn DiMuccio Social Caseworker II 462-2523 JoAnn.DiMuccio@bhddh.ri.gov
Wendy Cormier Social Caseworker II 462-1302 Wendy.Cormier@bhddh.ri.gov
Crystal Morel Social Caseworker II 462-1329 Crystal.Morel@bhddh.ri.gov
Beth-Ann Myers Social Caseworker II 462-1972 Bethann.Myers@bhddh.ri.gov

Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and RICLAS 462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
Donna Standish Caseworker Supervisor II/SIS Sup 462-2628 Donna.Standish@bhddh.ri.gov
Meaghan Jencks Caseworker Supervisor II/SIS Sup 462-2113 Meaghan.Jencks@bhddh.ri.gov
Stephanie Andreozzi Implementation Aide 462-1859 Stephanie.Andreozzi@bhddh.ri.gov
Jamie Fitzgibbons Social Caseworker II 462-2510 Jamie.Fitzgibbons@bhddh.ri.gov 
Beverly Nevils Social Caseworker II 462-6929 Beverly.Nevils@bhddh.ri.gov
Adam O’Malley Social Caseworker II 462-1555 Adam.M.Omalley@bhddh.ri.gov
Timothy Phok Social Caseworker II 462-4290 Timothy.Phok@bhddh.ri.gov
Jessica  Rodriguez Social Caseworker II 462-3233 Jessica.Rodriguez@bhddh.ri.gov 

Susan Hayward Administrator, YIT 462-2519 Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov
Carolee Leach Prof. Services Coordinator 462-1723 Carolee.Leach@bhddh.ri.gov
Laurie Rossi Implementation Aide 462-2563 Laurie.Rossi@bhddh.ri.gov

Marguerite Belisle Casework Supervisor II 462-0714 Marguerite.Belisle@bhddh.ri.gov
Amie Adams Social Caseworker II 462-2480 Amie.Adams@bhddh.ri.gov
GinaMarie Debartolo Social Caseworker II 462-3402 GinaMarie.Debartolo@bhddh.ri.gov
Heidy Henriquez Social Caseworker II 462-3022 Heidy.Henriquez@bhddh.ri.gov
Kaitlin Sarkees Social Caseworker II 462-4075 Kaitlin.Sarkees@bhddh.ri.gov
Erin Simonelli Social Caseworker II 462-2502 Erin.Simonelli@bhddh.ri.gov

Stacey Perry Casework Supervisor II 462-2418 Stacey.Perry@bhddh.ri.gov
Judy Coit Social Caseworker II 462-1327 Judith.Coit@bhddh.ri.gov
Timothy Cronin Social Caseworker II 462-1721 Timothy.Cronin@bhddh.ri.gov
Megan Gilbert Social Caseworker II 462-2524 Megan.Gilbert@bhddh.ri.gov
Jennifer Gouveia Social Caseworker II 462-0098 Jennifer.Gouveia@bhddh.ri.gov
Dayna Hansen Social Caseworker II 462-2505 Dayna.Hansen@bhddh.ri.gov
Lena Sousa Social Caseworker II 462-1834 Lena.Sousa@bhddh.ri.gov

462-4357
462-3389
222-1000

Emails:
Questions: BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov
CFCM: BHDDH.CFCM@bhddh.ri.gov
WellSky: BHDDH.WellSkyUserQuestions@bhddh.ri.gov

BHDDH.WellSkySupport@bhddh.ri.gov  
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IT/Help Desk:
Security Guard @ Barry:

SIS Unit

Transition Unit

Residential Unit

Service Authorizations

Unit 1

Unit 2

Capitol Police:
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