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Community News
1st Annual Self-Directed Support Conference

The Division attended the 1st Annual Self-

Directed Support Conference in Rhode 

Island organized by Rhode Island Parent 

Information Network (RIPIN) on 

Friday, November 8, 2024. The conference 

aimed to help people with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities (I/DD), their 

families, and their support workers. It 

provided resources, training, and support 

on how to make good decisions about 

services and be more independent.
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Community News
Knowing Your Rights When Stopped by Police

If you have an Intellectual and Developmental Disability (I/DD) and the police stop you, it's important 

to know your rights to stay safe and respected. Here are some key points:

• Right to Remain Silent: 

• You can choose not to talk or answer questions about what you’re doing or where 

you’re going. If you want to stay silent, clearly say, "I want to remain silent."

• Right to Say No to Searches:

• You don’t have to agree to let the police search you or your things. But remember, 

police might still search if they think they have a good reason.

• Right to a Lawyer: 

• If you get arrested, you can ask for a lawyer. If you can't afford one, the government 

will provide one for you. It's best to wait for your lawyer before answering any 

questions.

• Right to Make a Phone Call:

• If you’re arrested, you can make a local phone call. Calls to a lawyer are private, but 

other calls might be listened to by the police.

• Stay Calm and Follow Directions:

• Try to stay calm, avoid sudden movements, and keep your hands where police can 

see them. Follow simple requests like showing your ID but avoid arguing or fighting 

back.

To learn more, visit the Division's website.

Participant Highlight: SLA

Living Innovations has shared a new story about Shared Living Arrangements (SLA). 

These stories are being shared to give people an idea about SLA and how it can 

work for them. The story is about Katherine. Katherine's choice to live in a Shared 

Living arrangement provided her independence. Find the full story at the end of this 

newsletter.

https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/your-life-your-rights-program
https://livinginnovations.com/


Your Life, Your Rights

Being Stopped by Police 

Every person living in America has rights. This is true no matter if the person 

is a citizen or not. Some of these rights protect people when they work with 

law enforcement, including police. 

Your rights when you are stopped by police include: 

Get info in ways you 

understand and can use
Be given accommodations 

if you need them

Stay quiet even if you are 

asked questions

Say no to having yourself 

or your things searched

Get a lawyer even if you 

can not afford one 

Not sign anything without 

your lawyer there

Record the meeting you 

have with the officer
Make a phone call if you 

are arrested

File a complaint for broken 

rights and bad treatment 
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Community Events
Calendar of Free Events

Date Time Location Event

Mon, 
11/25

12:30 pm Online using Zoom Pop-up Story Hour from Best Life RI
Best Life RI is hosting a Pop-up story hour 
highlighting the story, Julie Davis.

Tues, 
12/3

6-7pm Online Peer Mentor Panel
Join RIPIN to learn more about Advocates in 
Action’s peer mentor training program.

Tues, 
12/10

3-4:30pm Online using Zoom Tuesday, December 10th Community Forum 
registration page
Join us for the last DD Community Forum of 
2024.

Website: www.bhddh.ri.gov Email: BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov

Phone: 401.462.3421  ESPAÑOL: 401.462.3014

Thanksgiving

All State Offices are closed on 

Thanksgiving, Thursday, 

November 28, 2024.

The Division of Developmental 

Disabilities, its partners and 

participants wishes everyone a 

Happy Thanksgiving!

Go to this link for Thanksgiving 

activities for adults.

https://starfirecouncil-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMudOCsrDorE9Z5HsWd0cY6yveCEdRkASsP#/registration
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/9djpg5j
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_T8dp57vFRPyzJZcXjCNmPw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_T8dp57vFRPyzJZcXjCNmPw#/registration
https://www.progressivelifestylesinc.org/post/thanksgiving-craft-and-decorating-ideas-for-adults-with-idds
https://www.progressivelifestylesinc.org/post/thanksgiving-craft-and-decorating-ideas-for-adults-with-idds
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Report Suspected Abuse
QA Hotline 401-462-2629

To report abuse and serious incidents call the 

BHDDH Quality Assurance (QA) Unit hotline at 

(401) 462-2629. The hotline is open 24-hour 

hotline, seven days per week, 365 days per year. 

Staff respond to reported incidents of abuse, 

neglect, mistreatment, and financial exploitation.

BH Link is Here for You

BH Link’s mission is to ensure all Rhode Islanders experiencing mental health and substance use 

crises receive the appropriate services they need as quickly as possible in an environment that 

supports their recovery. Visit the BH Link website at www.bhlink.org.

If under 18 CALL: (855) KID (543)-LINK(5465)

VISIT the 24-HOUR/7-DAY Triage Center at:

975 Waterman Avenue, East Providence, RI

Call 911 if there is a risk of immediate danger.

For More Information on DD Initiatives

Newsletters: sign up and view old newsletters on our News and Updates webpage

Consent Decree webpage

Conflict Free Case Management (CFCM): EOHHS CFCM website or DD Initiatives-CFCM

RI DSP State Workforce Initiative: https://riswi.org/ or DD Initiatives-SWI

Hours of Operation

Monday – Friday 

8:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Contacting DDD Staff

See the full Division Contact List attached to this newsletter. 

Send general questions to BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov. 

Please do not email critical issues.

Website: www.bhddh.ri.gov Email: BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov

Phone: 401.462.3421  ESPAÑOL: 401.462.3014

http://www.bhlink.org/
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/newsletters-forums-and-events
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/consent-decree
https://eohhs.ri.gov/conflict-free-case-management
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/initiatives/conflict-free-case-management-cfcm
https://riswi.org/
https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/initiatives/statewide-workforce-initiative-swi
mailto:BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov
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Division of Developmental Disabilities Staff Contacts 
 

 

 

Main Phone Phone: (401) 462-3421 Website: https://bhddh.ri.gov/

Fax Phone: (401) 462-2775 Behavioral Health Link (BH Link): (401) 414-5465 

Spanish Phone Phone: (401) 462-3014 Report Abuse: (401) 462-2629 

TDD: (401) 462-3226 

Administrative Team 

Name Job Title Phone Email 

Kevin Savage Director 462-0581 Kevin.Savage@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

 

 

Heather Mincey Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov

Brenda DuHamel Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov

Anne LeClerc Associate Director, Prog Performance 462-0192 Anne.LeClerc@bhddh.ri.gov

Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and 
RICLAS 

462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov

Christine Botts Deputy Administrator 462-2766 Christine.Botts@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

Cindy Fusco Interdepartmental Project Manager 462-6689 Cynthia.Fusco@bhddh.ri.gov

Natalie Munoz Chief Implementation Aide 462-3016 Natalie.Munoz@bhddh.ri.gov

Eligibility Unit 

Name Job Title Phone 

 

 

 

Email 

Brenda DuHamel 
Associate Director, Admin 
Services/Elig Sup 

462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov

Karen Lowell Casework Supervisor II 462-2209 Karen.Lowell@bhddh.ri.gov

Lori Lombardi- Burns PASRR 462-0089 Lori.Lombardiburns@bhddh.ri.gov

Jill Murphy Social Caseworker II 462-2409 Jill.Murphy@bhddh.ri.gov 

 Kim Wright Information Aide 462-2584 Kimberly.Wright@bhddh.ri.gov

SIS Unit 
Name Job Title Phone Email 

Tracy Levesque Associate Director, Clinical and 
RICLAS 

462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

   

 

Donna Standish Casework Supervisor II/SIS Sup 462-2628 Donna.Standish@bhddh.ri.gov

Stephanie Andreozzi Implementation Aide 462-1859 Stephanie.Andreozzi@bhddh.ri.gov

Kerri Cockcroft Social Caseworker II 462-0449 kerri.cockcroft@bhddh.ri.gov

Wendy Cormier Social Caseworker II 462-1302 Wendy.Cormier@bhddh.ri.gov

Jamie Fitzgibbons Social Caseworker II 462-2510 Jamie.Fitzgibbons@bhddh.ri.gov 

  Jessica Rodriguez Social Caseworker II 462-3233 Jessica.Rodriguez@bhddh.ri.gov

https://bhddh.ri.gov/
mailto:Kevin.Savage@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Anne.LeClerc@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Christine.Botts@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Cynthia.Fusco@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Natalie.Munoz@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Karen.Lowell@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Lori.Lombardiburns@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Jill.Murphy@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Kimberly.Wright@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Donna.Standish@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Andreozzi@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:kerri.cockcroft@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Wendy.Cormier@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Jamie.Fitzgibbons@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Jessica.Rodriguez@bhddh.ri.gov
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Residential 

 

 
 

Name Job Title Phone Email 

Tracy Levesque 
Associate Director, Clinical and 
RICLAS 

462-0209 Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov

Melissa Greenlief Administrator, Community Services 462-2459 Melissa.Greenlief@bhddh.ri.gov

Case Management Units 

Name 

 

 

 

Job Title Phone Email 

Brenda DuHamel Associate Director, Admin Services 462-3010 Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov

Marguerite Belisle Casework Supervisor II 462-0714 Marguerite.Belisle@bhddh.ri.gov

Amie Adams Social Caseworker II 462-2480 Amie.Adams@bhddh.ri.gov

GinaMarie Debartolo Social Caseworker II 462-3402 GinaMarie.Debartolo@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Porter Social Caseworker II 462-1972 Suzanne.Porter@bhddh.ri.gov

Kaitlin Sarkees Social Caseworker II 462-4075 Kaitlin.Sarkees@bhddh.ri.gov

Heather Soares Social Caseworker II 462-6097 Heather.Soares@bhddh.ri.gov

Souphalek Muriel Casework Supervisor II 462-2512 Souphalak.Muriel@bhddh.ri.gov

Mary Cameron Social Caseworker II 462-1307 Mary.Cameron@bhddh.ri.gov

Megan Gilbert Social Caseworker II 462-2524 Megan.Gilbert@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

  

Dayna Hansen Social Caseworker II 462-2505 Dayna.Hansen@bhddh.ri.gov

Judy Coit Social Caseworker II 462-1327 judith.coit@bhddh.ri.gov

Mary Beth Stevens Casework Supervisor II 462-2438 Marybeth.Stevens@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

 

 

Timothy Cronin Social Caseworker I 462-1721 Timothy.Cronin@bhddh.ri.gov

Jennifer Gouveia Social Caseworker I 462-0098 Jennifer.Gouveia@bhddh.ri.gov

Erin Simonelli Social Caseworker II 462-2502 Erin.Simonelli@bhddh.ri.gov

Lena Sousa Social Caseworker II 462-1834 Lena.Sousa@bhddh.ri.gov

Joseph Tevyaw Social Caseworker II 462-2474 Joseph.Tevyaw@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

 

 

Stacey Perry Casework Supervisor II 462-3402 Stacey.Perry@bhddh.ri.gov

JoAnn DiMuccio Social Caseworker II 462-2523 JoAnn.DiMuccio@bhddh.ri.gov

Katrina Ferry Social Caseworker II 462-2529 Katrina.Ferry@bhddh.ri.gov

Heidy Henriquez Social Caseworker II 462-3022 Heidy.Henriquez@bhddh.ri.gov

Crystal Morel Social Caseworker II 462-1329 Crystal.Morel@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

Independent Facilitation Unit 

Name Job Title Phone Email 
Meaghan Jencks Casework Supervisor II 462-2113 Meaghan.Jencks@bhddh.ri.gov

Alex Blue Social Caseworker II 864-5403 alex.blue@bhddh.ri.gov  

  

  

  

  

Cayla Cozzo Social Caseworker II 864-1944 cayla.cozzo@bhddh.ri.gov

Erin Hagopian Social Caseworker II 864-2854 erin.hagopian@bhddh.ri.gov

Karen Schmid  Social Caseworker II 864-2590 karen.schmid@bhddh.ri.gov

Glenn Vario Social Caseworker II 529-0720 glenn.vario@bhddh.ri.gov

mailto:Tracy.Levesque@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Melissa.Greenlief@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Brenda.DuHamel@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Marguerite.Belisle@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Amie.Adams@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:GinaMarie.Debartolo@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Suzanne.Porter@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Kaitlin.Sarkees@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Heather.Soares@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Souphalak.Muriel@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Mary.Cameron@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Megan.Gilbert@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Dayna.Hansen@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:judith.coit@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Marybeth.Stevens@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Timothy.Cronin@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Gouveia@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Erin.Simonelli@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Lena.Sousa@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Joseph.Tevyaw@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Stacey.Perry@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:JoAnn.DiMuccio@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Katrina.Ferry@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Heidy.Henriquez@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Crystal.Morel@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Meaghan.Jencks@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:alex.blue@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:cayla.cozzo@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:erin.hagopian@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:karen.schmid@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:glenn.vario@bhddh.ri.gov
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Yolande Ramos Casework Supervisor II 462-1059 Yolande.Ramos@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Brazil Social Caseworker II 864-0045 melissa.brazil@bhddh.ri.gov

Cassandra Killingham Social Caseworker II 864-3728 cassandra.killingham@bhddh.ri.gov

Erica MacDougall Social Caseworker II 479-0584 erica.macdougall@bhddh.ri.gov

Joellyn Pari Social Caseworker II 864-2965 joellyn.pari@bhddh.ri.gov

Christine Warren Social Caseworker II 864-0666 christine.warren@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

Transition Unit 

Name Job Title Phone Email 

Heather Mincey Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov

Susan Hayward Administrator, Youth in Transition 462-2519 Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov

Carolee Leach Professional Services Coordinator 462-1723 Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov 

 Laurie Rossi Implementation Aide 462-2563 Laurie.Rossi@bhddh.ri.gov

Community Services 
Name Job Title 

 

 

Phone Email 
Heather Mincey Assistant Director 462-1218 Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov

Jackie Camilloni Coordinator, Self Direction 462-6608 Jackie.Camilloni@bhddh.ri.gov

Elvys Ruiz Administrator III, Employment 462-3857 Elvys.Ruiz@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

Gerard (Jay) MacKay Associate Administrator, Employment 462-5279 Gerard.Mackay@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

Steven Seay Coordinator, Integrated Comm 
Services 

462-6609 Steven.Seay@bhddh.ri.gov 

Communications and Training 

Name Job Title Phone Email 

Anne LeClerc Associate Director, Prog Performance 462-0192 Anne.LeClerc@bhddh.ri.gov

Johanna Mercado Coordinator, Communications 462-6646 Johanna.Mercado@bhddh.ri.gov

Amethys Nieves Associate Admin, Communications 462-6629 Amethys.Nieves@bhddh.ri.gov 

 

 

 

Kelly Petersen Chief of Training & Staff Development 462-6592 Kelly.Petersen@bhddh.ri.gov

Robin Gannon Clinical Training Specialist 462-6691 Robin.Gannon@bhddh.ri.gov

Peter Joly Principal Training Specialist 462-6638 Peter.Joly@bhddh.ri.gov

Christine Allenson Programming Services Officer 462-0126 christine.allenson@bhddh.ri.gov 

mailto:Yolande.Ramos@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:melissa.brazil@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:cassandra.killingham@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:erica.macdougall@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:joellyn.pari@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:christine.warren@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Susan.Hayward@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Laurie.Rossi@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Heather.Mincey@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Jackie.Camilloni@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Elvys.Ruiz@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Gerard.Mackay@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Steven.Seay@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Anne.LeClerc@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Johanna.Mercado@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Amethys.Nieves@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Kelly.Petersen@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Robin.Gannon@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:Peter.Joly@bhddh.ri.gov
mailto:christine.allenson@bhddh.ri.gov


DD Community Forum

Tuesday December 10, 2024

Sign up today for the next DD Community Forum on Tuesday, 

December 10, 2024

What You Need to Know: The last DD Community Forum of 2024

Event Date: Tuesday, December 10, 2024

Event Time: 3:00-4:30 pm

Event Location: Online using Zoom 

Event Registration: Visit the DD website or scan the QR code

Website: www.bhddh.ri.gov Email: BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov

Phone: 401.462.3421 ESPAÑOL: 401.462.3014

https://bhddh.ri.gov/developmental-disabilities/events-and-forums


A Shared Living Story 

Katherine - Shared living - It’s My Choice!

Katherine wanted to live in Shared Living, but her father insisted on a group home. So began the 

struggle between Katherine and her father. Her mother, with whom she had always lived had 

suddenly passed away and Katherines options were extremely limited. A staff member from her day 

program, Suzy stepped up to offer emergency respite and Katherine’s remarkable journey with 

Shared Living Arrangements (SLA) began. Her father who lived in Texas came to Rhode Island to 

settle his daughter. He only knew about group homes and that is where he wanted Katherine to live. 

Katherine had other ideas. She knew about group homes, and she knew she did not want to live in 

one. She wanted to live with Suzy. Her father, seeing her determination, finally relented and 

supported his daughter’s choice. He stated that “it was like giving his daughter away in marriage 

without knowing the family.” That was remedied quickly as he got to know Suzy, the person his 

daughter chose to live with.

This was 15 years ago! Katherine has become part of Suzy’s family while becoming closer to her 

family in Texas. She has visited her father in Texas and reconnected with her brother and his family 

too. She even threw her own 40th birthday party! Katherine is well known in her Jamestown 

community. Most impressively she presented at a national conference about the ability to choose 

where she lived and to choose Shared Living.

We salute this thriving and loving Shared Living Arrangement and Katherine’s determination to 

make her own choices!

This story was shared by Living Innovations. For more information about shared living, and more 

stories of success please visit the Living Innovations website.

Website: www.bhddh.ri.gov Email: BHDDH.AskDD@bhddh.ri.gov

Phone: 401.462.3421 ESPAÑOL: 401.462.3014

https://livinginnovations.com/rhode-island-shared-living/
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TJ Maxx Selling Apparel Created By Neurodiverse 
Artists by Shaun Heasley, November 14, 2024

Article Summary:

TJ Maxx is partnering with Spectrum Designs to offer a collection of apparel designed and 

created by individuals on the autism spectrum. The collection includes t-shirts with unique 

designs by neurodiverse artists, printed and packaged by Spectrum Designs' employees, most 

of whom are on the spectrum.

To read the complete story Sign up for Disability Scoop's free email newsletter to get the 

latest developmental disability news sent straight to your inbox.

https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2024/11/14/tj-maxx-selling-apparel-created-by-neurodiverse-artists/31165/#spu-24793
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